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resting supplement to these views, we were assured that
they started no new policy, but were nothing more than
a pronounced adherence on the part of the United States
to doctrines long ago enunciated by the highest authority
in their Government

There cannot be the slightest doubt'that Mr Elaine
made in perfect good faith the marvellous series of
assertions we have just recapitulated, and that he was
animated throughout by the most friendly feeling to-
wards England. There is none of the carping, fault-
finding spirit in his despatches. A tone of courteous
respect runs through them. They are the work of a
strong man, so entirely possessed by an idea that he
cannot for a moment conceive that others should not see
the matter just as he sees it. Probably, if his inmost
thoughts could be known, he considers Earl Granville a
very stupid person, for not perceiving that it is the
manifest destiny of the United States to be supreme on
the American continent, and that no inconvenient stipu-
lations or unaccommodating principles ought to be
allowed to stand in the way of the fulfilment thereof.
He is simply unable to understand how it is possible
that European Governments can have any rights in
American matters against his country. With regard to
this Panama question, he flatly tells Great Britain that
"it is the fixed purpose of the United States to confine it
strictly and solely as an American question, to'be dealt
with and decided by the American Government1." But
he never dreams that this declaration can give offence.
It is true we have a treaty right to a voice in the settle-
ment of the legal position of the canal. But it conflicts

1 Mr Blaine to Mr Lowell, Nov. 19, iSSi.